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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2022.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

 

City Clerk Julie Arthurs administered the oath of office to Seth Krupp, appointed as Council Member. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Krupp, Thomas, Walsh  

 

In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Public Safety Director Alcorn,  

Public Service Director Randazzo, Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook, Main Street 

Director Willcock. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Walsh, to excuse Council Members Juip and 

Parthum from the meeting for personal reasons. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Walsh, to approve the Consent Agenda 

consisting of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on July 11, 2022. 
 

 2. Invoices 

  a) BS&A Software - Annual Service Contracts, August 2022 – August 2023, $8,641 

           b) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, July 2022, $75,000 

           c) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc. 

               - 2021 Street Improvement Program, 6/6/22 – 7/3/22, $16,877.47 

               - Parking Lot 4 Reconstruction, 6/6/22 – 7/3/22, $24,017.32 

               - Cadieux Resurfacing, 6/6/22 – 7/3/22, $26,837.50 

               - Cranford Lane Reconstruction, 6/6/22 – 7/3/22, $19,488.47 

           d) Medstar - Ambulance Services, April 2022 - June 2022, $5,937.50 

           e) Pro-Line Asphalt 

               - 2021 Street Program, Estimate 8, $229,424.66 

               - 2021 Street Program, Estimate 9, $177,383.50 

           f) Russell Development Company 

                - Property Maintenance at 2 Dodge Place, April 2022 - August 2022, $6,501.03 

           g) Michigan Municipal League - Workers Compensation, Installment #2, $27,437 

           h) Arbor Pro - Tree Removal, July 2022, $5,024 

           i) City of Grosse Pointe Park - Dispatch Services, April 2022 – June 2022, $29,152.92 

           j) GFL - Recycling, August 2022, $13,440 

           k) Santoro, Inc. - Snow Plow, July 2022, $15,060.95 

           l) Grosse Pointe Lawn Sprinklers - Mack Avenue Sprinkler System, July 2022, $5,110 

 

3. Approval of the amendment to the Fee Schedule for Platform Tennis Membership to increase 

the current cost from $150 to $175 yearly to allow for pickleball usage. 
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4. Approval of the Resolutions for Grosse Pointe Village Grille, Inc. dba The Village Grille and 

Grosse Pointe Bar & Grill LLC, dba Old Pony Martini Pub for Social District Licenses. 

5. Approval of the award of the 2022-23 Storm Sewer Cleaning and TV Inspection Project to 

Doetsch Industrial Services for $235,850. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
The City Council convened as the Planning Commission. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

 

City Planner Jackson provided an overview of the update process for the Master Plan. This process involved 

workshops and online engagement. Before adoption, the City Council must hold a formal public hearing and 

consider any further public comments. The notice of legal hearing has been posted online and in a local 

newspaper as required. The public comment draft has been posted on the City's Master Plan Update website 

and has been available at City Hall for review.   

 

Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment. Hearing no additional comments, the Mayor closed public comment. 

It was noted for the record that two written public comments were received and made part of the hearing record. 

 

One written public comment regarding expanding parks was discussed. The draft plan does have objectives 

addressing this and other ideas received for broader types of park usage, most of which would require additional 

park space. It was suggested that language could be added to mention some of the possibilities to consider if 

there were additional park space. In the Public Services, Facilities and Infrastructure section, a sentence could 

be added on p. 85 in the National Comparisons paragraph: "If an opportunity became available, additional park 

space could be utilized to create new recreational opportunities such as a dog park or dedicated pickleball courts, 

as examples mentioned by residents."  Discussion took place about the need for the additional language. 

 

Motion by Council Member Fries, second by Council Member Thomas, to include the language noted above in 

the Master Plan, and to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33, of the Michigan Public Acts of 2008, as 

amended, requires the Planning Commission to make and adopt a basic plan or parts of a plan 

corresponding with major geographic sections or divisions of the city as a guide for the physical 

development of the municipality; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has prepared such a plan for the City, including maps, 

figures, and descriptive matter; and  

WHEREAS, in the preparation of the Master Plan, the Planning Commission has made careful 

comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions, and future needs of the City; and  

WHEREAS, in the preparation of the Master Plan, the Planning Commission has also considered 

the history and heritage that gives Grosse Pointe much of its character and incorporated these lessons 

into the policies and guidelines contained in the Master Plan; and  

WHEREAS, in the preparation of the Master Plan, the Planning Commission has also considered 

the Community Planning Principles as drafted by the Michigan Society of Planners and incorporated 

these principles into the policies and guidelines contained in the Master Plan; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, on August 15, 2022 held a public hearing in accordance 

with the procedures of Act 33, P.A. 2008, as amended; and  
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has recorded and considered all comments and 

recommendations made at such hearing, NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

THAT, the Planning Commission for Grosse Pointe, Michigan hereby adopts the Grosse Pointe 

Master Plan, in its entirety.  

RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING TEXT AMENDMENTS DEFINING PERMANENT RESIDENCE 

 

City Planner Jackson reviewed the proposed zoning text amendments relating to short term rentals and to clarify 

the City’s policy as to where short-term rentals are, and are not, permitted.  The proposed zoning amendments 

define the minimum standard for permanent residence in a residential area is more than 30 days. The courts 

have interpreted "residence" to be the place that you have your single, permanent abode. Case law has 

developed that an objective, enforceable standard of your permanent abode is more than 30 days. These 

amendments place that standard in the City's zoning code. In effect, this clarifies that a rental of a property must 

be more than 30 days in residential areas. Uses such as renting to a person for a few days at a time (short-term 

rentals) are considered commercial. Commercial uses are not allowed in residential areas in the City. This 

ordinance clarifies that short-term rentals are allowed in the C-2, T-1 and T-2 commercially zoned areas that 

comprise The Village. This ordinance is consistent with the input received during the Master Plan update process 

as well as the language of the new Master Plan. 

 

Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment. The following comments were made: 

 

Bryce Thomas, 17560 Mack Avenue, Apt. 17, stated the she feels that a mix of long- and short-term rentals is 

beneficial and short-term rentals help property owners during slow periods to be able to rent out their properties.  

Prohibiting short term rentals is too conservative and counterproductive to potential opportunities. 

 

Hearing no additional comments, the Mayor closed public comment. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Walsh, to recommend that the City Council 

adopt the proposed zoning text amendment ordinance defining permanent residence. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The Planning Commission reconvened as the City Council. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Council considered the recommendation of the Planning Commission relating to defining permanent 

residence. 

 

Motion by Council Member Krupp, second by Council Member Thomas, to accept the Planning Commission 

recommendation and that the following ordinance be adopted: 

 

ORDINANCE ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 451 
An Ordinance to amend Chapter 90 – Zoning of the Code of Ordinances  

of the City of Grosse Pointe, permanent residence, short term rental 
 

(For complete text of Ordinance No. 451 - see Ordinance Book of the City of Grosse Pointe) 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
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PURCHASE – VILLAGE MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT 1 EQUIPMENT 

 

Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 

 

The City of Grosse Pointe Public Services parking division is in need of new parking control and software 

equipment located at the City of Grosse Pointe parking lot 1 (behind Kroger). A pay station equipment proposal 

was received for the parking lot equipment replacement project by Traffic & Safety Control Systems, Inc. 

 

 Traffic & Safety Control Systems, Inc.    

Equipment - Pay stations/Parkut   $53,080 

Electrical/Concrete/Directional bore  $30,145 

Labor/ Installation/ 1 year warranty   $  9,085 

Shipping estimate     $  2,400 

Total bid price     $97,710 

 

The Luke II system proposed by Traffic & Safety offers a pay station system already installed in Lots 2, 3 and 6. 

The Luke II pay station is one of the most common pay stations found in the world. It is a reliable and durable 

system that the City has had few issues with over the last six years. Traffic & Safety Control Systems, Inc. has 

significant experience in installation and maintenance of parking equipment in cities across Michigan. Traffic & 

Safety Control Systems, Inc. installed the current equipment, handles both gated systems and pay stations,    

has proposed a complete solution, and has reliable, nearby service capacity. Traffic & Safety is the sole 

authorized dealer for the T2 equipment, and is the preferred equipment for the City, after proposals were solicited 

from alternate equipment providers during the Lots 2 and 3 conversions. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Walsh, to authorize the purchase of Luke II 

parking equipment for Municipal Parking Lot 1 from Traffic & Safety Control Systems, Inc. and to waive 

competitive bidding requirements for the equipment. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
DISCUSSION – POTENTIAL PROJECT PRIORITIES – CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FOUNDATION 

 

City Manager Dame made the following report: 

 

The City of Grosse Pointe Foundation is an independent charitable organization that helps to fund projects that 

supplement activities that benefit the goals of the City but are beyond the reach of the City’s annual budget.       

At the beginning of 2021, City Council adopted a list of projects to request the Foundation to consider funding 

and the City staff updated the list for consideration for this year.  The suggestions for projects and priorities      

were reviewed and discussed. 

 

Motion by Council Member Fries, second by Council Member Thomas, to adopt the approved list of City priorities 

to send to the Board of the City of Grosse Pointe Foundation for their consideration. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
2022 CITY COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS 

 

The City Council Committee List of Assignments issued July 14, 2022 was reviewed and noted. 

 

RECEIVE AND FILE. 

 

 



Minutes – Council Meeting – August 15, 2022  Page 5 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

League of Women Voters representative asked if City polling locations would be changing for the November 

election. 

 

Bryce Thomas, 17560 Mack Avenue, stated that a more efficient process should be implemented for new 

resident park pass issuance.  

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

Main Street Director Willcock provided details on upcoming events in The Village, such as Paint the Windows 

event, ongoing Music on the Plaza concerts, the Sidewalk Sale-bration, and chess games in the Village Plaza. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Council welcomed Seth Krupp. 

• Appreciation for a successful Master Plan update process. 

• Great events are planned for The Village and residents are encouraged to participate. 

• Appreciation of Parks and Recreation staff for hosting the swim finals, which was a great 

community event. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Thomas, to go into closed session for a 

performance evaluation requested by a public official. 
 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes:   Fries, Krupp, Thomas, Walsh, Mayor Tomkowiak 

Nays:   None 

Absent:   Juip, Parthum 

 

MOTION CARRIES. 

 

The Council met in closed session from 7:42 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.  The City Council reconvened in open session 

at 8:21 p.m.   

 

MANAGER CONTRACT 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Thomas, to approve a 3% raise in base pay        

for the City Manager effective July 1, 2022, and also to approve a bonus in the amount of $5,000 to be paid by 

August 31, 2022.  The City Attorney was instructed to prepare an amended employment agreement with these 

new terms and all other terms as historically agreed to. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


